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At the heart of  The Oval, Volume 
VI, you will find a unique and re-
newable life force. This specific life force is one born of  creativity 
and ingenuity, raised on revisions and drafts in the creative writing 
workshop. If  one looks with care, it can be seen in the space between 
stanzas, heard in each phrase of  prose, and felt while trailing finger-
tips across the art. During the selection and publication process of  
Volume VI, I requested that the staff  take special consideration of  
this creative life force. It is the indefinable quality that escapes de-
scriptions of  form, content, and mechanics.  It is the sublime tickle 
on the brain following a poignant line break, almost causing an in-
tellectual sneeze, but just falling short before returning the reader to 
normalcy and the next line.
 This “it factor,” this je ne sais quoi offers cohesion of  content. 
We, undergraduates of  The University of  Montana, offer further 
cohesion of  content in the origins of  the creative works contained 
herein: the prose, poetry, and visual art are by undergraduates. The 
layout and design, editorial choices, and content selection are also 
by undergraduates. The Oval exists both by and for undergraduate 
creative works. It validates and furthers everything learned in work-
shops, in classrooms, from professors and from peers and mentors.
 In validating the work done by students, The Oval does a great 
service to artists, writers, editors, and the entire University.  But this 
magazine is the result of  collaboration and thanks are due to the 
following individuals and organizations: Maria Mangold and Jill 
Bergman, of  the English Department, Judy Blunt, Karin Schalm, 
Bryan DiSalvatore, and David Gates of  the Creative Writing Pro-
gram, Lois Welch, Kevin Head and the Writers’ Opus, Juana Alcala 
and Enrollment Services, ASUM, Topher Williams and the Student 
Involvement Network, Sue Samson and the Mansfield Library, Lo-
rilee Evans-Lynn and Aerie, Ken Price and his staff  at UM Print-
ing and Graphics.  Finally, a thank you to Robert Stubblefield and 
Shannon Janssen. They are both our mentors, advisors, leaders, and 
friends. This magazine would not exist without their support and 
dedication.
 On behalf  of  the staff  of  The Oval, Volume VI, thank you, 
dear reader, for picking up this magazine.  Enjoy the read.
Chelsea Elwood
Editor
Dear Reader,
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